
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND TWENTIETH-CENTURY CANADIAN MILITARY HISTORY

The Memory Project Archive houses more than 2,800 testimonies and over 10,000 images from veterans 

of the First World War, Second World War, the Korean War and peacekeeping operations. Among these 
entries are several Indigenous veterans’ testimonies. This list of resources has been compiled to further 
students’ knowledge of Indigenous contributions to Canadian military history. Students can read and listen 
to the articles and testimonies to learn more about the reasons Indigenous people joined the Canadian 
military, their achievements and challenges while serving, and their experiences following their service. 

Teachers are encouraged to preview the testimonies before assigning them, as stories of war often include 
graphic content. 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND THE WORLD WARS
The First and Second 
World War presented the 
Indigenous peoples of Canada 
with opportunities to find 
employment, claim rights, and 
challenge social barriers.

LEARN MORE>>

INDIGENOUS VETERANS
(VETERANS AFFAIRS CANADA)
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
people have made many 
contributions to Canadian 
military history. Aboriginal 
Veterans Day is commemorated 
on November 8.          	   	

		    LEARN MORE>>

FRANCIS PEGAHMAGABOW 
Francis Pegahmagabow was an 
Anishnaabe chief, Indigenous 
rights advocate, and one of the 
most decorated Indigenous 
veterans of the First World War. 

	                     

LEARN MORE>>

EDITH MONTURE
Charlotte Edith Anderson 
Monture was a Mohawk 
First World War veteran and 
registered nurse. 

LEARN MORE>>

thememoryproject.com

http://thememoryproject.com
http://thememoryproject.com/stories
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/indigenous-peoples-and-the-world-wars/
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/indigenous-veterans
http://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/francis-pegahmagabow/
http://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charlotte-edith-anderson-monture/
http://thememoryproject.com


HENRY NORWEST
(VETERANS AFFAIRS CANADA) 

Henry Norwest, a Métis 
sharpshooter, served in France 
during the First World War, 
earning the Military Medal 
in 1917. He was killed three 
months before the war ended. 

LEARN MORE>>

For additional resources on Indigenous histories in Canada, visit Historica Canada’s Education 
Portal and The Canadian Encyclopedia. 

Historica Canada offers programs that you can use to explore, learn, and reflect on our history, 
and what it means to be Canadian. For more information, visit www.historicacanada.ca.

The Memory Project Archive is no longer accepting submissions. The project was made possible 
thanks to support from the Government of Canada.

MARY GREYEYES REID
Mary Greyeyes Reid was the 
first Indigenous women to 
join Canada’s armed forces, 
becoming a member of the 
Canadian Women’s Army Corps 
during the Second World War. 

LEARN MORE>>

Tommy Prince was the most-
decorated Indigenous war 
veteran in Canadian history, 
receiving 11 medals for his 
service in the Second World War 
and the Korean War. 

	

LEARN MORE>>

TOMMY PRINCE 

TOM LONGBOAT
Tom Longboat served as a 
dispatch runner in France during 
the First World War. 

		      LEARN MORE>>

thememoryproject.com

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/aboriginal-veterans/native-soldiers/norwest
http://Education.historicacanada.ca
http://Education.historicacanada.ca
http://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/
http://www.historicacanada.ca
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/mary-greyeyes/
http://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/tommy-prince/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/tom-longboat/
http://thememoryproject.com


SECOND WORLD WAR
Howard Sinclair Anderson

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Murray MacKenzie Whetung

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Joseph William Vicaire

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Albert Joseph Thomas

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Francis William Godon

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
John Baptist James Marchand

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Alexander van Bibber

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

FIRST WORLD WAR
Kenneth McClure Asham

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Tom Naphtahli Settee

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Elmer James Sinclair

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

http://thememoryproject.com/stories
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/1067:howard-sinclair-anderson/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/306:murray-mackenzie-chief-whetung/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/1062:joseph-william-joe-vicaire/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/1755:albert-joseph-thomas/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/539:francis-william-godon/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/581:john-baptist-james-john-the-b-marchand/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/1413:alexander-alex-alex-van-bibber/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/3163:interview-with-bill-shead/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2525:tom-naphtahli-little-chief-settee/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/897:elmer-james-sinclair/


CONTACT US

thememoryproject.com
1-866-701-1867

2 Carlton Street, East Mezzanine
Toronto, ON  M5B 1J3

KOREAN WAR
Claude Petit

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

KOREAN WAR
Lloyd Hamilton

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

KOREAN WAR
James Eagle

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

KOREAN WAR
Bob Ducharme

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

PEACEKEEPING
Samuel Hearns

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Lawrence Vicaire

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Frank Tomkins

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Muriland Knott

ARMY
Hear His Story>>

SECOND WORLD WAR
Marguerite Plante

AIR FORCE
Hear Her Story>>

http://thememoryproject.com/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2302:claude-petit/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2711:lloyd-hamilton/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2858:james-eagle/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/87:marguerite-marie-marge-plante/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/1886:muriland-knott/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2391:bob-ducharme/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/3032:interview-with-samuel-hearns/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/1063:lawrence-vicaire/
http://www.thememoryproject.com/stories/2752:frank-tomkins/



